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	America and Other Fictions
On Radical Faith and Post-Religion 
Ed Simon
At a moment of cultural and political crisis, with forces of reaction seemingly ascendant throughout the West, it's fair to ask what use does anyone have for America, God, or any other similar fictions? What use does theological language have for the radical facing the apocalypse? Among the subjects considered: the need for an Augustinian left, legacies of American violence, speaking in tongues, the humanities facing climate change, the maturity of realizing that you will die, how to sail towards Utopia, and witches. 
'Ed Simon’s essays help readers to understand how we got to this complicated moment in American religious history. Deft, thoughtful, and creatively told.' Kaya Oakes, author of Slanted and Enchanted: The Evolution of Indie Culture
Author Bio
Ed Simon is a senior editor with the Marginalia Review of Books, a Channel of the Los Angeles Review of Books. He is a regular contributor on the subjects of literature, religion, culture, and politics at many publications including The Atlantic, The Paris Review and Jacobin. He lives in Arlington, Massachusetts. 
Online: Author Website, Twitter
[bookmark: _GoBack]Previous Titles
Engagements with the Bible and Literature (Under contract, ISBN tbc), Routledge, 2019. The Anthology of Babel (Under contract, ISBN tbc), Punctum Books, 2018.
Endorsements
In this book you'll rediscover America, the enchanted and cursed. For an age haunted with reactionary nostalgia, Ed Simon haunts readers with an American greatness that is both lovely and perverse, through masterfully told tales that look their subjects' original sins straight in the eye. His America is more than a country, more than an idea or a history or a code of laws; it's a system of worship, hitherto little-known as such to its own devotees.
Nathan Schneider, author of God in Proof 
Promotional Plans
Promotion in the Marginalia Review of Books, where author is a senior editor. Run paid social media campaign to author's large social media following. Arrange reviews, adverts and articles in major US publications, to which author is well-connected. Appearance on the Zero Squared podcast.
USP
Theology and religion have been engaged by theoretical writers on the left, but have yet to be considered by those writing more accessibly. This book fills that gap in the market.
Competing Books
Believer, Beware!: First Person Dispatches from the Margins of Faith 9780807077399, by Jeff Sharlet and Peter Manseau
Beacon Press, 2009
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