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	Past Perfect
freedom from perfection in life and faith 
Stephen Mitchell
We seem to be obsessed with perfection. It's everywhere, permeating our conversations, our language, our advertising, our films and our religion. It's not only widespread across our culture; it has roots deep in the beginning of our civilization. For the sake of our well-being and our faith we need to be liberated from this pre-occupation. Past Perfect unravels some of the confusion surrounding our use of the word in many different contexts, and shapes an understanding of God that is free of this notion.
'Stephen Mitchell's lively, original and sometimes brilliant book is a sustained attack on that idea of absolute perfection. It is also part of the process by which modern Christianity is struggling to renew itself.' Don Cupitt, author of The Sea of Faith
Author Bio
Stephen Mitchell is a retired Church of England priest who has worked as a Cathedral Precentor, school chaplain, Rural Dean and priest to rural parishes. He is a founder member of the Sea of Faith Network and he chaired the organisation for many years. He lives in Sudbury, UK.
Previous Titles
Harmony in Worship (9781848678606), Kevin Mayhew, 2016. God in the Bath (9781905047659), Christian Alternative, 2006. 
Endorsements
Stephen Mitchell asks us to rethink what we mean by ‘perfection’, and that challenges our theology, philosophy, and notions of plain common sense. Another reader-friendly, out-of-the-box stimulant from the author of God in the Bath.
David Boulton, author of The Trouble with God and Who on Earth was Jesus?
Promotional Plans
Author to hold book launch (tbc), and promote book through the Progressive Christianity Network (PCN) and the Sea of Faith network, for whom the author is a founder member. Author to post articles about the key topics in the book on his blog. Source key endorsements from prominent liberal Christians. Re-issue of author's earlier book God in the Bath to coincide with the marketing for Past Perfect.
USP
Challenging the notion of perfection in theology, faith and beyond.
Competing Books
Moving Past Perfect 9781575423876, by Thomas S. Greenspon
Free Spirit Publishing, 2012
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