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	That Existential Leap: a crime story
Dolan Cummings
Part bildungsroman and part psychological thriller, That Existential Leap is a novel of ideas about the struggle for self-realisation and belonging in the postmodern West. Claudette Dasgupta is a thoughtful but unremarkable American teenager unenthusiastic about the prospect of college and a conventional life. When she meets the heroically mysterious Siegfried at the New York Public Library, she barely hesitates to throw in her lot with him, but soon finds an unscripted life is scarier, and harder, than she could have imagined. Meanwhile, across the Atlantic in Siegfried’s home town Glasgow, unconventional police detective Alexander investigates his disappearance. Alexander is soon caught up in still more unworldly affairs as his work spirals out of control and his personal life unravels. As the two stories wrap around one another, encompassing the worlds of crime and gangsterism, the law and police work, music and the supernatural, Dolan Cummings' novel explores the terrifying uncertainty at the core of all human relationships.
Author Bio
Dolan Cummings is a freelance writer and an Associate Fellow of the Institute of Ideas, born in Glasgow and living in London. That Existential Leap: a crime story is his first novel.
Online: Author Website
Promotional Plans
Author is prominent on panels hosted by the Institute of Ideas and will promote his book at these events, as well as in the Institute's newsletter. Promotion via social media and the wider Zero Books imprint networks.
USP
Speaks directly to anyone who ever read Dostoevsky's Crime and Punishment and thought it was about them. Explores, through fiction, the meaning of morality in a secular age.
Competing Books
A Strangeness in my Mind (9780571275991), by Orhan Pamuk
Faber & Faber, 2016
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